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Newsletter 2020 

As compiled by David 

David G. Emery (Hon. Chairman/Treasurer GLARAC 

Hi all, 

Normally each year I have reported to you the previous year’s activities, but this year, due to the 
circumstances beyond anyone’s control we have had a year of doing nothing.  The Committee 
had put into place a full year of activities for the 80th Anniversary of the loss of the 3 Ships., but 
to no avail. 
 
Our problems started in January with the Invicta Hotel.  We had booked the Hotel for our Friday 
& Saturday events. (The Socials and our AGM). The Committee had confirmed the dates for our 
June events.  Had it not been for the diligence of Naomi, our Plymouth Liaison Officer, checking 
with the Hotel we would have been up the proverbial Creek without a paddle.  Naomi reported 
to me that we did not have a reservation for the dates we wanted and we had not made a 
Reservation.  Consequently, The Hotel had taken Reservations from an Italian Group and also a 
Wedding Party.  
 
After numerous phone calls and e-mails the Hotel finally admitted that a Reservation had been 
made by me and that they had messed up.  (Fortunately, I had confirmed the Reservation by e-
mail immediately after returning home from Plymouth & their acceptance was in my file).   
 
That left us with major worries as we had people who had booked with Naomi to join us in the 
weekend’s events.  Members from Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong and various places in The 
UK., with no Venue for our weekends Anniversary Celebrations. 
 
The Hunt was now on to find alternative Venues.  We were running around like headless 
Chickens, until I contacted The Plymouth Tourist Board, who on hearing of the actions of The 
Invicta Hotel, expressed their disgust towards The Invicta.  The Tourist Board then took it upon 
themselves to contact all the suitable Venues in Plymouth and were eventually able to secure 
Reservations for us with The Yacht Club & also The   Crown & Anchor Public House in The 
Barbican. Deposits were paid & that meant the Weekend was a go,go,go.   
 
The Covid 19 Virus then raised its head and everywhere went on shut down.  Following my 
discussions with both venues the Reservations & Deposits were confirmed as being on hold for 
our Socials next Year, on Friday 4 June 2021  (Just a casual get together for a Lemonade or two) 
& June 5 2021 for our AGM at 1000 hours in The Crown & Anchor Public House, and then in The 
evening, Saturday The 5th June 2021 our Main Social Gathering in The Yacht Club situated on The 
Hoe.   

 
Needless to say, we will not be contacting The Invicta Hotel again. 
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Malta March 2020 
 
The Chairman of GLARAC (Malta) Sam., & his committee worked exceptionally hard in putting 
together a Service of Remembrance for The 80th. Anniversary of the Action. The date being for 
Sunday the 22 March 2020.  Due to the importance of The Occasion, 
The President of Malta Dr. George Vella was to be the main guest, also due to attend were The 
High Commissioners from a various number of Countries who had all accepted their invitations.  
There were also many of The Maltese Dignitaries & Business men who were to attend. Dorothy 
(my Wife) & Myself were Honoured to have been placed on The Meet                                                          
& Greet The President and his Party on His Arrival. 
 
 GLARAC Malta also invited The Maltese Royal Naval Association to the event as they had 
attended all our services from the beginning in 2008 supporting our Aims to perpetuate The 
Memory of all the Crewmen who lost their lives on June 8th. 1940. 
Also in attendance was to be The Cottonera Area Boy Scouts group who were to play The Last 
Post & Reveille their Piper was to play a Lament during The Wreath Laying. 
 
The Service was to be conducted by The Malta Police Chaplain with 
Fr. Ray Bonnici who agreed to be The Spiritual Director, for The Event.  Fr. Ray’s Father had 
served on board Glorious, but had been Drafted to another Ship just prior to Glorious leaving 
Malta.  
 
A week or so prior to The Service, Chairman Sam visited The Venue to finalise various points and 
was introduced to a TV Director who was filming in The Museum at the time, The TV Director 
then asked the reason for Sam’s visit.  After Sam had explained his reasons, Sam was then asked 
to repeat everything in front of The Cameras.  As this was a chance for free Publicity, Sam 
jumped at the chance.  Following on to this, Sam sent information and photo’s relative to The 
Tragedy to The Producer of the Show who felt that the Story was so good he would try and 
Produce The Programme on air.  The show was aired on Tuesday the 2nd of June under the 
Heading “X’Hemm Mohbi” which in English means What’s Hidden.  The Show was repeated 
twice more during that week.  
As soon as the Shows Director passes a link to the Show, Sam will make it available to us. 
 
Like Plymouth, The Covid 19 Virus caused Malta to close its Borders and everything was 
cancelled.  
  
I think that we all offer Sam (GLARAC Malta Chairman) and his committee Members our 
sympathies for all the hard work that unfortunately came to nothing. 
 
GLARAC Malta is also pressing ahead with their Plans for The Proposed Memorial that will carry 
the names of all The Crewmen who lost their lives in the Tragedy of June 8th. 1940. On board The 
Three Ships (see picture on page 3). 
 
Sam also reported on the Death of Connie Cauchi one of GLARAC Malta’s oldest supporters.  Our 
sincere sympathies go out to Connie’s Family 
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Proposed Memorial in Malta to all Crewmen who lost their lives June 8th 1940 

The Crewmen’s names of the Three Ships will be placed on the side Panels 

 
Alrewas April 2020 
 
The Reservations had been made for April 12th. 2020, our Padre Elaine Waterford was in place to 
conduct a Service of Remembrance beside our Plaque/Plinth and we had a number of Members 
who were going to join us.  Once again, due to the Covid 19 Virus, Alrewas was a Closed Area. 
 
Below is a photo of Ron Dowle a Survivor of HMS Glorious who came from Australia when we 
held The Service of Remembrance and to plant an Oak Tree beside the Plaque that had been 
placed in The Naval Section of The National Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffordshire. Ron cut the first 
Sod for the Tree. The second photo is of The Tree a couple of years later. 
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Train Dedication (HMS GLORIOUS) May 2020 
 
This was due to take place at The Severn Valley Railway where a Diesel Train had been 
completely refurbished carrying The Name HMS GLORIOUS.  Following the dedication, the Train 
was to enter Service with other trains on The Severn Valley Railway who were named after 
famous British Warships.  Again Covid 19 Virus stopped the event. 
 
Norway June 7th 2020 
 
A tremendous amount of hard work went into organising this event.  George Godley of Australia 
arranged The Flights & Hotels and Charter Boats, for the people from Australia, & The UK.  
George had also arranged a full programme of events whilst they were in Norway.  Wreaths & 
Centre Pieces for the Wreaths had been designed and fitted.  The Wreaths had then been sent 
to all those who were going to attend the event.  Again, the Covid 19 Virus had other ideas.  
Fortunately, The Wreaths were posted to Harstad prior to the 8th of June in the event that The 
Covid 19 Virus restrictions prevented our Association Members attending. 
 
 A Special Wreath Centre had been designed for our late Hon. Life President David Woodcock, 
Wreaths were to be placed during a Service beside our Plaque, in Trondenes. During the events 
that had been arranged, a visit to The Military Cemetery in Narvik was on the programme.  Here 
Barbara Gough was to lay her wreath on the grave of her Father whose body had been re-
interred there after being found at sea by a Norwegian Trawler. 
 
On the 17th. May 2020, we had a report from Harald Isachsen (an Association Officer) on The 
Norwegian National Independence Day.   In Norway, on this specific day it is a tradition to lay 
Flowers and Wreaths on their Second World War Memorials.  This year to commemorate 75 
years after the ending of the Second World War, the Plaque (See pictures below) at Trondenes 
near Harstad was to be included for The Celebrations of their National Day. This was done on 
the initiative of former Doctor, Jens Holmboe. Jens Holmboe laid Flowers and a Trumpeter and 
Drummer played their tributes.   In his speech Jens Holmboe “put emphasis on the fact, that The 
German Fleet were on their way to destroy Harstad when they encountered HMS Glorious and 
her Two Destroyers.  Due to the ensuing Battle and the bravery of men of The Two British 
Destroyers, that task had to be aborted when HMS Acasta fired a Torpedo that stuck The 
Scharnhorst. 
 

 
 



5 
 

The Norwegians had reasons to be grateful for the Brave Fight by the two British Destroyers and 
all the men that perished in this action.  Harstad was saved and not destroyed.  We are 
grateful”. 
 
The Norwegian Press also carried a two page article) on the actions of the three Ships. The Sailor 
featured with the article was Jack Pilkington of HMS Glorious who is Interred in The Cemetery at 
Harsted 
 
Also, beside the Plaque is a Bench that carries a Bronze Commemoration (See pictures below) to 
David Woodcock who died on the 21/08/2018. Our founding Member & Honorary Life 
President. 
 
He will always be remembered. 
 

 

 
 

EVENTS CONDUCTED ON THE 8th. JUNE 2020 
 
Harstad; 0830 hours a Wreath was to be placed on The Grave of Jack Pilkington (Telegraphist ) 

HMS Glorious 

Trondenes; 1030 Hours a Service similar to the one in May was to take place & Wreaths were 

to be laid beside The GLARAC Plaque that was Presented in 2010. The Plaque site is positioned 
midway between The Trondenes Church and The Historical Centre. A Bench that is beside The 
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Plaque is removed and taken into Storage each year for The Winter in order to protect The 
Bench from the harsh winter weather. A Plaque was commissioned this year and attached to 
The Bench in Order to Commemorate the sad passing of our late Honorary Life President and 
The Founder of The GLARAC Association David Woodcock. 

Narvik Cemetary 1300 hours, Wreaths were to be placed at The War Memorial by Harald 

Isichsen and his Son, Jan Olav Isachen on The Graves of Fred Mills (Able Seaman) 
HMS ACASTA Father of Barbara Gough & Arthur E. Hedley. (Yeoman of Signals) 
Harald also sent the following Link of The Memorial Service held beside our Plaque in Harstad.  
 
Harald also sent Photographs laid at all The Gravesites. There is also a Link to the Memorial 

Service held beside our Plaque in Harstad :- https://vimeo.com/426970381 

   
At 1630 hours Harald joined with the rest of us and drank a toast to all who were lost. 
 
The GLARAC Committee & Membership cannot thank our Norwegian Members & Colleagues 
enough for all their help and attention in their perpetuation our Family Members Memories of 
all who were Lost on The 8th June 1940 
Harald Isachsen ........ Harstad Resident & Historian Honorary Officer of GLARAC 
Jorn Olson ...Caretaker 0f The Trondenes Historical Centre, who voluntarily maintains our Plaque 
and The Bench that was Donated by Harald Isachsen 
Bjorn Brondo and his son David... The Charter Boat Company who have served us in 2015 and 
were to have served us in 2020 
Jan Olav Isachsen  .....  Norwegian Army 
Helge Erikson  ....  Former Mayor of Harstad who has officiated at every commemoration event 
held at Harstad, 2010, 2015, and 2020 
Merte Liavik  ..... Tumpeter 
Kari-Anne Opsel...Current Mayor of Harstad who after learning about The GLARAC Association & 
viewing The DVD “Tragedy of HMS GLORIOUS”, not only offered The Services of The Council, the 
Video Recording of The Service on the 8th June 2020 but organised a luncheon/snacks for the 
members at The Historical Centre at no cost, she also was instrumental in Organising The 
Trondenes Church for a short Service of Remembrance. 
Kristi Flatebo....  Manager of the Thon Hotel who in the past had looked after our Members and 
could not do enough for us. 

 
Plymouth  June 8th 2020 
 
I feel that this was more than covered in Paragraph (1)  However on the 8/6/20, our Members, 
Colin & Liz Jones, Mike & Liz Rook, Rolfe Monteith & his Great Grandson Luke attended The 
Memorial situated on The Hoe and laid Wreaths in Remembrance of all who lost their lives on 
board The Three Ships. Colin & Liz had planted bulbs & flowers around the Memorial which 
should come into flower next spring our thanks go to all who attended The Memorial on The 
80th. Anniversary of The loss of The Three Ships 
 
Also on this day 8/6/20, it was agreed by many of the Membership, that where ever they may 
be, at 1630 hours they would raise a glass & drink a Toast to The Memory of those Family & 
Friends that we lost.   
 

https://vimeo.com/426970381
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Normally at our AGM on this date The Committee Members Stand down in order that a Vote can 
be taken for a New committee to serve in the forthcoming Year.  Due to the exceptional 
circumstances prevailing, we did not hold an AGM and consequently a decision had to be taken 
by the Committee as to the coming Year 2020-2021.  Following phone calls to The Committee 
Members it was agreed with the exception of Naomi our Plymouth Liaison Officer that they 
would all serve for a further year.  With great sadness The Committee accepted Naomi’s 
resignation as her Service to GLARAC has been exemplary over the past few years. We realised 
that with a full time Job and a young family to attend to, it was becoming impossible to give to 
GLARAC the time necessary for the arduous attention involved in the administration of The 
Office.  We wish Naomi well for the future and thank her most sincerely for all her hard work. 
 
Portsmouth  
Our Distribution Officer Garry Carter, attended The Naval Memorial on The Southsea Seafront 
where the names of The Men of HMS Acasta are listed. Garry laid Wreaths to all those who are 
listed there.  Our thanks go to Garry and his Family. 
 
Martindale Cumbria 
The Service in The Small Church that has a Stained Glass window in place dedicated to Lt. 
Commander Hugh Parkin, Fleet Air Arm, RN of HMS Glorious was arranged by our Member John 
Clarke.  We had always supported this Service and in the past our now deceased Past Honorary 
Life President, David Woodcock had always been our contact for this event.  John had taken 
over from David and agreed a date with the Church in Martindale for a Service of Remembrance.  
John also arranged for a Mini Bus to take people from Scotland.  Again Covid 19 put a stop to 
this. . 
 
As can be seen The Year which had promised so much became a catastrophe for everyone. 
 
Now we look forward to 2021 when hopefully we can get back to normal. 
 
Deaths 
 
With great regret we announce the Death of Barbara Gough. Barbara was a great supporter of 
GLARAC from the beginning. Her Father, Fred R. Mills was killed on Board HMS Acasta.  His body 
being recovered by The Norwegians and subsequently re- interred in The Military Cemetery in 
Narvik. Barbara visited Narvik on many occasions and would have joined The GLARAC 
contingent this year but was unable to do so due to the Pandemic. 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to all of Barbara’s Family 
 
With great sadness we also announce The Death of David Smeeton who died in Western 
Australia in January 2020.  David was instrumental with all the Press Arrangements for the 
GLARAC Service in The Year 2000, When the idea of a GLARAC Association was conceived. 
  
Our deepest sympathies are extended His Sister Jane Burrett and all his Family  
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Now to 2021 
 

We are now waiting for News from Malta regarding a date for their Service in 2021 
The same applies to Alrewas.  We have made contact with The Arboretum requesting 
permission to site a Bench beside our Plaque & Tree there.  However they are not allowing any 
more Benches to be sited in The Arboretum.  Their reason being that there are now too many on 
Site.  They do now allow commemorative Tiles to be placed on Site.  Details had been sent to me 
for The Committees consideration on this matter. On viewing The Tiles,  The Committee decided 
that they were not suitable for our requirements with a life span of only 5 years. Martindale & 
The Severn Valley Railway, to date we have no info on these events. Plymouth, The Venues for 
The Friday 4/6/21 & Saturday 5/6/21 are in place, also our AGM & Our Service on The Hoe will 
take place on The 5/6/21. 
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NOW WE COME TO THE NEWSPAPER REPORTS IN THE TIMES AND DAILY 

MIRROR (copies above) WHICH APPEARED ON THE 80TH YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY Of The Sinking of The Three Ships 

 
This report is compiled without prejudice & is reported from 

information supplied by membership 

 
In order that no mistakes are made by me, I have placed The Reports as they were written 
And reported, and also the comments that I have received from Members. 
 
The response from Nicholas Roskill, whose Father, the late Captain Roskill (A recognised 
Naval Historian) has written to The Times his comments on The Article that has recently been 
reported in the Times & Mirror Newspapers.  
 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 
 
I have also included my feelings on the matter in my letter to Nicholas Roskill.  
 
Comments from Mr. J. Lovell, son of Commander Lovell second in Command of HMS GLORIOUS:- 
 
“ Why was Glorious only doing 17 knots and not travelling at her full speed of 30 knots in order 
to return to The UK for such an important Mission as Operation Paul, why was no mention made 
of The attitude of Captain D’Oyly Hughes towards his Officers, (as reported in The Channel 4 
Documentary which also showed copies of the letters sent by his Officers to their families)??”. 
                                       ---------------------------------------------- 
 
Mr. Douglas Healiss, whose father was one of The Survivors from HMS Glorious:- 
 
The new theory is very doubtful. Why, if The Captain was on such an important Mission to 
return to the UK, why did he leave the 3 Ships so venerable by not using all the facilities that he 
had at his disposal, spotter planes, speed, look outs etc.  The Theory now put forward seems a 
little too neat to be factual. He also wondered why the Article was published on June 8th 2020, 
80 years after The Action. 
Douglas also realises that D’Hughes family gained some comfort from the Articles, something he 
does not begrudge them. 
 
Douglas’s Father wrote a book about The Action which was published in 1952 under the title 
Adventure Glorious, this is being reissued by Amazon as an e-book on the 13 September 2020. 
The title being changed to Arctic Rescue. 
                                       ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mr. Rolfe Monteith RCN Ret. Also reiterated the Comments of Mr. John Lovell. 
                                      ----------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mr. David Emery MBE (Chairman/Treasurer GLARAC Association):- 
 
On reading the Articles I am astounded at the amount of missing information from the reports. 
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My first knowledge of anything to do with the Action in 1940 was a Newspaper report that 
related to the Two Destroyers, HMS Ardent & HMS Acasta that was published in The Daily 
Express in March 1947 (see copy below). In this Newspaper report The Royal Navy admitted 
their mistakes in their previous report relating to the Part played by the two Destroyers and the 
bravery of the two Captains of the two Destroyers. 
 

 
 
I then saw the 1980 Sunday Times Newspaper Report by the distinguished Naval Historian 
Captain Stephen Roskill.  This clearly placed the return of Glorious on the Shoulders of  her 
Captain Guy D’Oyly Hughes, who wished to return to the UK in order to expedite Court Martial 
Proceedings against Commander Heath, an experienced Aviator who was The Commander 
responsible for  The Aircraft & Airmen on board Glorious, who had previously been left in Scapa 
Flow under House Arrest.  As a result of Captain Roskill’s investigation into the loss of The Three 
Ships. The Newspaper Article revealed many things about the state of affairs on board HMS 
Glorious, she was considered, (particularly by The Fleet Air Arm), to be an unhappy Ship.  The 
Senior Officers of HMS Glorious also considered that their Captain, Guy D’Oyly Hughes was not 
in a normal mental state. The great animosity existing between The Captain of HMS Glorious & 
his Commander of Flying, Commander Heath & Commander Heaths Second in Command, Lt. 
Commander Slessor. This was borne out by the letters that Lt. Commander Slessor sent to his 
Wife.  (Ref. Documentary Channel 4 1997).  
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Tim Slessor,(Son of LT. Commander Slessor, second in charge of Flying HMS GLORIOUS) In The 
Book Ministries of deception (Page 202) noticed that there is the report that on the 5th June 
1940, a signal sent to the C.in C. Home Fleet that Glorious should proceed to Devonport for 
Ship’s leave after completion of her duties.  This was countermanded the next day by the C.in C. 
Stating that Glorious must first proceed to Scapa to enable a Court Martial to be held. Tim 
Slessor also commented that he could not accept that GLORIOUS could have planned to return 
to Scapa on June the 9th. Then return to Norway after The Court Martial (Arriving June 12th or 
later) to help carry out Operation Paul. 
 
A full-scale attack on Lulea would evidently have involved 3 Carriers, Ark Royal, & Furious 
(Date not obvious after the 5th. June), however, on the 8th. June, there was to be an operation 
on a reduced scale using only Ark Royal.  The loss of Glorious on the 8th June, did not, one reads, 
affect planning for operation Paul. If the latter is correct there was no role for Glorious in Paul 
except in the initial full-scale attack which was abandoned.  
 

 
 
The signal requesting permission to leave the Fleet was sent to Admiral Wells in order to avoid 
delay over the outstanding Court Martial.  This permission was unfortunately granted.   
 
The Captain of HMS Diana, Le Geyt saw a long signal being sent to Ark Royal by Aldis lamp from 
Glorious, he instructed his Leading Signalman to read The Signal & report it to him.  The Leading 
Signalman reported that the signal, was The Captain of Glorious requesting permission to 
proceed to Scapa to expedite Court Martial proceedings. 
 
I then purchased the Roland R. Smith Video, Tragedy & Tragedy.  The Video mirrored the 
findings of Captain Stephen Roskill, that The Captain of HMS Glorious was responsible for the 
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loss of The Three Ships due to his request to return to The UK in order to expedite Court Martial 
proceedings against Commander Heath.  The Officer in charge of Flying on board HMS Glorious. 
 
We then had the Channel 4 Documentary produced by Ben Barker the Grandson of The Captain 
of HMS Ardent in 1940.  
 
The 1997 Documentary pointed a finger directly to The Captain of The Glorious as the person 
responsible for The Tragedy.  The Documentary contained a number of eye witness reports by 
survivors of the incidents which totally refute the Article Recently published in The Times & 
Daily Mirror. We had Squadron Leader Kenneth Cross (Later Sir Kenneth (Bing) Cross Air Chief 
Marshal RAF KCB, CBE, DSO, DFC) who survived the sinking of The Glorious and was featured in 
the 1997 Documentary. He was responsible for the successful landing of the Hurricanes on 
Glorious, a feat never before attempted. The Glorious being chosen because of her larger 
Aircraft Lifts. On landing, The Hurricanes were stowed at The Stern of Glorious. Therefore, not 
impeding the use of The Aircraft normally carried by Glorious. S/Leader Cross wondered & asked 
why no Aircraft were flying in order to act as spotter planes to protect Glorious. He was advised 
by The Captain Guy D’Oyly Hughes that it was not necessary.  Squadron Leader Cross did not 
consider The Captain of Glorious to be an Aviator who realised the value of Aircraft for 
protection of his Ship. Air Chief Marshal Sir Kenneth (Bing) Cross KCB, CBE, DSO, DFC in his Book 
Straight & Level included his experiences on The Glorious. He also made a series of recordings 
for The Imperial War Museum documenting his experiences in The RAF and also details of the 
experiences he had of Glorious. These recordings can be found on 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80010259 
 
The report from the Captain of HMS Diana 
Who picked up the signal from HMS Glorious requesting permission to leave The Fleet in Order 
to attend to a Court Martial?  This report was said to inaccurate by the powers to be. All the 
known facts appear to have been swept away. 
 
The Royal Navy have been found to have reported incorrectly on instances relating to the 
sinking’s of the 3 Ships, one being that Glorious had to return early due to lack of Fuel.  
This was later admitted by the Royal Navy to be incorrect. 
 
The credit for the Torpedo Attack being given incorrectly to the ARDENT when in fact it was The 
ACASTA that fired the Torpedo Salvo. 
 
The Matter was placed before Tony Blair in 1999 who in turn passed the matter on to Lt. 
Commander Browne The Royal Naval Historian.  He stated that he was only concerned with 
OFFICIAL History given to him by Senior Officers & not eye witness Accounts.  The matter was 
placed before Parliament in 1999 but this was a waste of time (although they did admit in 
Hansard 28.1.99 that it WAS to expedite Court Martial 
 
Now some 23 Years after The Documentary, we have The Times & Daily Mirror reports (As 
included) placing the reasons for the Loss of the Three Ships on a James Bond type secret 
Mission that was to bring The Glorious back in order to partake in Operation Paul. (An Operation 
that was still in The Planning Stages by the powers to be when the Glorious left Norway).  The 
Operation never took place and was cancelled on the 10th June 1940. Following e-mails with Ben 
Barker we have him stating that he had the new evidence of Operation Paul at the time of his 
Documentary in 1997 but the evidence came too late to include in his 1997 Documentary.   

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80010259
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This beggars the question, why did it take him 23 Years before saying that he 

had discovered new evidence? What new evidence?  The other question then is why did he 
request the two Newspapers not to publish his new articles until the date of the 80th. 
Anniversary of the Action. I asked Ben Barker what new evidence was he referring to, I received 
the response from Ben Barker,:-  “ In response I would ask one simple question:  Are you 
interested in the reason your relation died in the battle? If you are, I would urge you to read my 
evidence at www.hmsglorious.com”. 
 
My e-mail to this: - “In response to your question, my thoughts are that my Father was killed in 
action through someone’s stupidity.  Nothing will deter me from this, irrespective of what 
evidence “supposedly” comes to light.  Everyone has their own opinion on the matter. This has 
been shown by the different reports that are out there. I do object strongly that The Newspaper 
Reports were issued on the 80th Anniversary of the loss. My aim for the remainder of my life, is 
to continue to perpetuate The Memory of all those that we lost.  No matter how many 
investigative reports are issued, nothing would ever have bought back all those men back who 
were lost through stupidity”. 
 
Now it is for each Member to decide which version is correct. 
 
Were the eyewitnesses incorrect? 
Were the Reports from Senior Officers and Captains of other Ships a fantasy? 
Was Glorious Short of Fuel?   NO 
Why Travel at a CRUISE LINERS Ships speed of only 17 knots & not Full Speed 30 knots if the Ship 
was required for an imperative Secret Mission?  (A mission that had not at this stage been 
authorised & was still in a planning stage).  A mission still being planned that was cancelled on 
the10th June 1940 as not being feasible.   
Why no Aircraft Spotter Planes flying in order to protect the 3 Ships? 
Why inadequate Escorts (Destroyers only) accompanying Glorious? 
Why were Admiralty Orders not carried out that Capital Ships were to have Cruiser Escorts AS 
WELL AS Destroyers? 
Why did it take 23 Years before Ben Barker decided to have published The Secret Information, 
he has advised that he had to hand in 1997?  Info that he advised was too late for his 1997 
Documentary. 
 
There are still too many questions that I personally think will never be answered and as such we 
will never know the Truth of the Tragedy. 
 
My personal feelings are, that by originally putting a 100 Year Ban on the release of The 
Documents relating to this tragedy, the generation directly concerned would have passed away 
and consequently there would be no one to ask the questions in trying to discover who was 
actually responsible for this terrible Tragedy.  Consequently, the Action would have been 
successfully hushed up. 
 
On a personal note, some years ago I attended a function for a retiring Royal Naval Commodore 
who had served a life time in The RN. A lot of his time as The Captain of Aircraft Carriers During 
the conversation that I had with him I was amazed of the amount of Knowledge that he had 
regarding The loss of The Three Ships.  During our conversation his words to me were that it was 
that ****** of a Captain who caused the Tragedy.  
 

http://www.hmsglorious.com/
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A letter has been sent to HMS Drake requesting permission to enter The Barracks on The 
06/06/21 for our Church Service & Buffet.  This I am advised has now been granted. 
The Parade on Remembrance Day this year will hopefully take place. 
 
Once we have details for each event a second mail shot will be sent in order that we can keep 
everyone up to date. 
 
 

As we do not have a Yearly Membership Fee in Place 
 

We would be most appreciative for a Donation from 
our Members to The GLARAC Funds in order that we 

can continue to perpetuate the Memory of all our 
Family Members who were killed in Action on June 

8th. 1940 
 

Please make donations payable to:- GLARAC (HMS Glorious) Acc. 
And send to:-  Mr.D.G.Emery  MBE  (Hon. Chairman/Treasurer) 
“ALISIOS” 2a Castleton Rd. Lightwood, Stoke on Trent ST3 7TD 

 
My thanks go to all who have contributed their thoughts on this terrible Tragedy.  

The loss of HMS GLORIOUS, HMS ARDENT & HMS ACASTA. 

 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
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GLARAC ASSOCIATION Remembrance Service Plymouth 

HM Ships Glorious, Ardent and Acasta 

 

APPLICATION FORM TO ATTEND THE GLARAC ASSOCIATION 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE – SUNDAY 6th JUNE 2021 

HM Ships Glorious, Ardent and Acasta 

 

Please provide the following information and return the completed form no later 

than 13th May 2021 to: David G. Emery MBE, Alisios, 2A Castleton Road, Stoke on 

Trent, ST3 7TD or email dg.david@hotmail.co.uk 

 

WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION THERE WILL BE NO ACCESS TO THE NAVAL BASE ON 

SUNDAY 6thJUNE 2021 

 

Please state your Nationality: ………………………………………………………………………. 

Which Ship are you associated with: Glorious / Ardent / Acasta 

Crew Members Name: …………………………………………………………………………………. 

Your name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Your address: …………………………………………………………………………………………....... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone number: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Your car registration: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Your car make, model and colour: ……………………………………………………………….. 

Names of ALL persons in your party: 

1: …………………………………………………….. 2: …………………………………………………….. 

3: …………………………………………………….. 4: …………………………………………………….. 

5: …………………………………………………….. 6: …………………………………………………….. 

Please indicate if anyone in your party is physically handicapped (e.g. a wheelchair 

user) and add any additional details that may be relevant: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Do you wish to lay a personal wreath after the service? Yes / No 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

To assist us make the necessary arrangements would you please indicate the 

number of people within your party that will be attending the following events 

during the Plymouth weekend: 

 

Friday 4th June - 8pm - A very informal get together at The Crown & Anchor,  

The Barbican          ……….. 

Saturday 5th June - 10am The AGM at The Crown & Anchor, The Barbican ……….. 

Saturday 5th June – 4pm  A Service of Remembrance in the Belvedere Gardens on 

the Hoe                                                                …....... 

Saturday 5th June – 7.30pm Our main social evening of the year in the Corinthian 

Hotel (The Yacht Club), The Hoe       ……….. 

Sunday 6th June – 10am The service of Remembrance at HMS Drake  

(Remember to complete an application form!)                   …….... 

Sunday 6th June – Immediately after the Church Service a buffet in the Warrant 

Officers Mess HMS Drake        ………. 

 

If you would like to be added to the mailing list via email then please ensure that 

your contact information is correct on page 1 and tick here ……….. Please note that 

your details may be passed on to other members with a similar interest in the 

GLARAC Association but they would not be passed to any other third party. 

 

If you would like to be removed from the mailing list then please ensure that your 

contact information is correct on page 1 and tick here ………..  

 


